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Seward nominated. He was also of the opinion that
9 Seward could not be elected if nominated. The Congress-
men from the doubtful states were generally of that
opinion, and his own correspondence from central and
southern Illinois pointed the same way. The next ques-
tion was whether the nomination of Seward could be pre-
vented. It was TrumbulPs opinion that McLean was the
only man who could succeed in the convention as against
Seward, and he could do so only as a compromise candi-
date, beginning with a few votes, but being the second
choice of a sufficient number to outvote Seward in the
end. As to Lincoln's chances he said:

Now I wish you to understand that I am for you first and
foremost, and want our state to send not only delegates in-
structed in your favor, but your friends, who will stand by you
and nominate you if possible, never faltering unless you your-
self shall so advise.

In conclusion he asked Lincoln's opinion about Mc-
Lean. Lincoln replied in the following letter:

SPEINGFIELD, April $9, 1860.
HON. L. TRUMBULL,

MY DEAR SIR: Yours of the 24th was duly received, and I
have postponed answering it, hoping by the result at Charles-
ton, to know who is to lead our adversaries, before writing.
But Charleston hangs fire, and I wait no longer.

As you request, I will be entirely frank. The taste is in my
mouth a little; and this, no doubt, disqualifies me, to some ex-
tent, to form correct opinions. You may confidently rely, how-
ever, that by no advice or consent of mine shall my pretensions
be pressed to the point of endangering our common cause.

Now as to my opinion about the chances of others in Illinois,
I think neither Seward nor Bates can carry Illinois if Douglas
shall be on the track; and that either of them can, if he shall
not be. I rather think McLean could carry it, with Douglas
on or off. In other words, I think McLean is stronger in Illi-
nois, taking all sections of it, than either Seward or Bates, andne fearlessly and will-
